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The Aus t ra l ian Labor Party (®.A. Branch) held i t s annual 
conference in Adelaide r ecen t ly . At the opening sess ion 
i t was addressed by the Federal Leader of the Labor Par ty , 
Hon. A.A. Calwell, M.H.R. and i t s Deputy Leader, Mr. E. G. 
Whitlam, M.H.R. 
The incoming pres ident of the Labor Party, Mr. Don Dunstan 
M.P., i n moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Calwell, pointed out 
t h a t he had, during the Government of Mr. Curt in and Mr. Chifley 
been an outstandingly successfu l Min i s t e r . I t was Mr. Calwell 
who, aga ins t the p ro t e s t s of the L ibe ra l s , planned and 
commenced A u s t r a l i a ' s post-war immigration programme. When 
the Libera ls won o f f i c e i n Canberra they had not dared to 
i n t e r f e r e g rea t ly with the g rea t immigration programme 
Mr. Calwell had put i n to e f f e c t - indeed the only major a l t e r a -
t ion to t h a t programme was t o place r e s t r i c t i o n s on immigration 
from Southern European countr ies - p a r t i c u l a r l y from I t a l y 
and Greece. 
Mr. Calwell pointed out t h a t the Austral ian Labor Party 
had been founded by Austra l ian working men because t he wealthy 
exploited the workers and had cont ro l led governments to maintain 
a pr iv i leged pos i t ion fo r a minori ty . The Labor Movement 
through the work of t rades unions and the work of the Labor 
Par ty , which must always be based on the t rades unions, had been 
responsible f o r f a i r hours of work and reasonable working 
condi t ions , f u l l employment had f i r s t been achieved under Labor 
Governments when the "Liberals" had s ta ted that i t was impossible 
and every major advance i n the provision of soc i a l se rv ices to 
a s s i s t the poor, the s ick , and the aged had been due t o t h e 
Labor Par ty . The Labor Party was the only party r ep resen t i r e 
the l i t t l e people - the laborers , the small businessmen, the 
shopkeepers and a r t i s a n s , the c lerks and shop a s s i s t a n t s , the 
teachers and profess iona l men and the f ami l i e s of a l l t he se . 
The Libera l Party, s ince i t came to o f f i c e i n 1949 had 
p e r s i s t e n t l y scaled down soc ia l s e rv i ce bene f i t s and r e s t r i c t e d 
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Sta t e Governments spending on the serv ices those Governments 
were supposed to provide. Education was now not properly 
provided f o r , chi ld endowment now had less than half the 
r e a l value which i t had under Labor, allowances to pensioners* 
dependants had declined i n value, f r e e public h o s p i t a l s , provi-
ded by Labor, had been abolished by the L ibe ra l s . The Liberals 
had sent t h e i r advocates into the Arb i t ra t ion Court t o oppose 
the Unions* appl ica t ion to keep ad jus t ing wages according to the 
cost of l i v i n g . Thus the standards of the small people were 
being attacked and decreased by the Liberals - i t was the task 
of Labor to f i g h t t o maintain and improve those s tandards . 
Mr. Whitlam M.H.R. emphasised the continual trend to the 
development of l a rge monopolies in Aust ra l ia which were f r e e , 
under the cons t i t u t i on , to ac t t o the detriment of t h e Austra-
l i a n people. The cons t i t u t ion he said was a document prepared 
many years ago by men who could not and did not see today*s 
economic development. I t s provisions mean that although 
Governments were e lec ted t o carry out po l i c i e s of planning f o r 
Austra l ia*s economic development, those p o l i c i e s , which 
the major i ty wanted, were prevented by the dead hand of the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n . A f i r s t task f o r Labor then was constitutional 
reform to allow the people as a whole to choose the p o l i c i e s 
they wanted. 
The Leader of the Labor Party i n the South Austra l ian 
Parliament, Mr. M. R. 0»Halloran M.P. pointed out t h a t Labor 
in South Austra l ia s t i l l faced the problem of an undemocratic 
e l e c t o r a l system. In South Aust ra l ia although the l a rge 
major i ty of the people always voted Labor a t the e l ec t ions , 
an ant i -Labor government had been in o f f i c e f o r over 20 years 
on a minori ty vote . They did t h i s by arranging e l e c t o r a l 
d i s t r i c t s in such a way tha t some d i s t r i c t s containing l e s s 
than 6,000 votes elected one member to Parliament and other 
d i s t r i c t s containing more than 
member t o Parliament 
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Two-Thirds of the people of South Austra l ia had the r i g h t under 
t h i s law to e l e c t only one th i rd of the members of Parl iament. 
This had meant t h a t t h i s S ta te had the worst soc ia l serv ices -
education, care of the poor and s i ck , the worst h o s p i t a l s , 
and the worst provision £or i n d u s t r i a l sa fe ty and working 
standards of any S ta te in Aus t ra l i a . Despite the d i f f i c u l t i e s 
of the un jus t e l e c to r a l system, the Labor Party in South 
Aust ra l ia needed t o win only two s e a t s from the Government t o 
win the next e lec t ions and he was confident i t would do so. 
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